


















3. Comparison of uses 
A step-by-step comparison of the existing lawful use and the café use, applying the 
fact-and-degree test. Although the café occupies a relatively small part of the grounds, 
its impacts fall on the most sensitive part of the site, so it would be helpful if the 
reassessment considers the significance of this. 
 
4. 2025 enforcement position 
The 2025 enforcement case concluded that the café use was unlawful and required 
removal. It would be helpful if the reassessment explains how this enforcement history 
has been taken into account. 
 
5. FOI evidence 
The FOI material confirms the commercial nature of the operator and that the use is not 
ancillary to cathedral functions. It would be helpful if the reassessment sets out how 
this has been taken into account. 
 
6. Operational impacts not visible on a site visit 
As the additional seating and overspill, tables and chairs, large umbrellas, and 
amplified music only appear when the café is operating, it would be helpful if the 
reassessment considers these operational elements explicitly. 
 
7. Late-evening operating hours 
The café previously operated well beyond cathedral opening hours, including into the 
late evening when the cathedral grounds were otherwise closed and unstaffed. It would 
be helpful if the reassessment considers the significance of this in terms of character, 
amenity, and compatibility of uses. 
 
8. Historic intensification of use 
It would be helpful if the reassessment considers the historic intensification of the café 
operation in previous years, including increases in seating, hours, activity levels, noise, 
and the scale of the commercial setup, as this may be relevant to understanding the 
nature and impact of the use compared with the lawful baseline. 
 
9. Early-years nursery and shared access path 
Any implications for the early-years nursery located on the cathedral grounds should be 
considered, including the fact that parents and very young children access the nursery 
via the same internal pedestrian path used by the café for customer circulation, 
overspill seating, and vehicle access. It would be helpful if the reassessment addresses 
safeguarding, amenity, and compatibility of uses in this context. 
 
For completeness, I note that the previous planning application related to the lawn on 
the opposite side of the Cathedral, which does not share the same nursery-adjacency 
or memorial-garden sensitivities as the current location. 
 
10. Residential amenity 
Consideration of residential amenity impacts, including noise, footfall, and activity 
levels in a quiet residential setting. 














